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The tragic death of Prof. von Soden this winter has given
added interest to this handy edition of the Greek New Testa
ment with critical apparatus, giving in condensed form the re
sults alr·eady published in his great work: Die Schriften des
Neuen Testaments in ihrer iiltesten erreichbaren Textgestalt
hergestellt auf Grund ihrer Textgeschichte. I. Teil: Unter
suchungen; II. Teil: Text und Apparat.

It is a matter for gratitude that both the magnum opus. and
the handy edition of the New Testament were brought to com
pletion before the death of Dr. von Soden. No one could have
shown more diligence and zeal in reworking the whole field of
textual criticism. The new nomenclature adopted has not re
ceived general acceptance among scholars and it is doubtful if
it ever will. But the labor has not ibeen in vain, for its very in
dependence gives freshness and force to the results reached. In
the main von Soden's text agrees with that of Westcott and
Hort. But at certain points he shows a whimsical turn that
one regrets. For instance in Mt. 1 :16 he ooldly adopts the text
of Lewis' Manuscript (Syrs) which states that "Joseph begat
Jesus" (von Soden has a misprint here, 1rapEI'O'> for 1rapOEvO'» ,

though he retains the flat contradiction of this statement in
Mt. 1 :18 (the usual text here). But students of the Greek New
Testament will be glad to have in such convenient form and
delightful type this great achievement of von Soden.

A. T. RoBERTSON.

The New Testament. A New Translation. By James Moffatt, D.D.,
D. Litt, Yates Professor of New 'I'cstament Greek and Exegesis, Mans
field College, Oxford. George H. Doran Co., New York, 1913. Second
Edition. 327 pp. $1.50 net.

The second edition came within a month of the first and tells
its own story as to the demand for this new translation by Dr.
Moffatt. He is one of the a:blest of modern scholars, an omniv
orous reader, and with a wonderfully alert intellect. He had
already translated the New Testament for his "Historical New
Testament," but we have here an entirely fresh and independ
ent piece of work that challenges attention and excites interest
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by the very boldness and unconventionality of the renderings.
Some of these are very striking as "we a:r:e a colony of heaven"
(Phil. 3 :20). There will often be protest and dissent on reflec
tion, but always interest. The t,ext of von Soden is used. For
my part I prefer still the text of Westeott and Hart at most
points. I do not believ,e that von Soden's text will win the gen
eral assent of New Testament scholars. At Matt. 1 :16, for in
stance, Dr. Moffatt has "Joseph (to whom the Virgin Mary was
betrothed) the father of Jesus, who is called 'Christ'," where
von Soden follows the Lewis Syriac Manuscript. Dr. Moffatt
makes no note or comment, though verse 18 just below contra
diGts this text. But I welcome anything that will set people to
reading the New Testament and this ooyond a doubt Dr. Mof-
fatt's brilliant piece of work will do. A. T. RoBERT£ON.

The Cabala; Its Influence on Judaism and Christianity. By B. Pick,
Ph.D., D.D. The Open Court Publishing Co., Chicago, 1913. 115 pp.
75 cents.

The curious will find her,e a minute explanation of the pecu
liar cwhalistic interpretations of Scripture, especially the signi
fieation of numbers and letters in a special mystical sense. It
would ,be of advantage to some preaehers of the Gospel to see
how not to do it by the help of this book.

A. T. RoBERTSON.

Jesus in the Talmud; His Personality, His Disciples and His Say
ings. By B. Pick, Ph,D" D.D. The Open Court Publishing Co., Chi·
cago, 1913. 113 pp. 75 cents.

Dr. Pick gives us another handbook about the T,almudic
teaching. He shows conclusively the hostile animus of the Tal
mud toward Jesus. Some of the sayings about Jesus have been
suppressed, so Dr. Pick claims. But many modern Jews are
more kindly toward Christ now, we are glad to say.

A. T. ROBERTSON.

The Eschatology of Jesus. By N. Latimer Jackson, D.D. The Mac
millan Co., New York, 1913. 378 pp. $1.50 net.


